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Agenda

Overview of Sobeys Inc. + Empire Company Ltd.
Our Current Strategy: Sustainability
Avoidable Plastics: Eliminating Single-Use Plastic      
Grocery Bags
What’s next
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Overview Sobeys Inc. + Empire Company Ltd.

Pharmacy retailers with in-store pharmacy banners and free-standing locations through Lawtons 
Drugs

Wholesalers, distributing to our corporate and franchised stores and over 8,000 retail stores and 
independent wholesale accounts

Owners and operators of fuel and convenience stores, 
and liquor operations.

In addition to food retail we are:

A family of food retail brands that includes:
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Sustainability
At Sobeys

WHAT WE DO
AND WHERE 
WE’RE FOCUSING
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Priority Areas

Plastics Food waste Energy
& GHGs
o The production and use of 

energy is the single biggest 
contributor to global 
warming

o 8 million tonnes of plastic 
end up in the world’s 
oceans every year

o One third of all food 
produced globally is 
wasted 
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Plastic Reduction

A First Step:
Eliminating Single-
Use Plastic 
Grocery Bags
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Goodbye plastic bags

In July 2019, we announced that we would be 
eliminating single-use plastic bags across our store 
network, starting with our Sobeys locations.

The commitment would take 225 million single-use 
plastic bags out of circulation annually from our 255 
Sobeys stores – that’s enough to wrap around the earth 
twice!

We gave ourselves six months to make the change at 
our Sobeys stores, until Jan 2020. With our other 
banners, IGA, Safeway, Foodland and others to follow.
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January 2020: Eliminating the 
Iconic Sobeys Bag
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Day-of
Elimination

Removing 225 million 
plastic bags from circulation 
annually 

Positive customer reactions 
in stores and on social 
media 

100,000,000+ media 
impressions
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Key Learnings

Employees are your 
greatest advocates

Inform customers often and 
start the conversation well in 
advance

Provide cost-effective 
options for the transition

First step is just that –
there’s always more to do



11

Plastic Parking Lot – Sobeys Timberlea, 
Nova Scotia

Opened a new Sobeys Store in Timberlea, Nova 
Scotia on November 28.

In partnership with Crombie REIT, we diverted 
the equivalent of more than 6 million post-
consumer plastic bags by using recycled plastic 
in the asphalt in the parking lot.   
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Public Seating on the Waterfront 

In October 2019, Sobeys unveiled the 
‘Ultimate Picnic Bench’ on the Halifax 
waterfront in partnership with LakeCity
Plastics and Develop Nova Scotia
The table was made using GoodWood
Plastic’s plastic lumber (lumber made 
using recycled single-use plastic bags).
Sobeys is donating 61 benches for 
installation on shorelines across the 
Atlantic region
The initiative will divert 720,000 plastic 
bags from landfills
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More to Do
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Government Action



Thank you!


