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Opportunity 
Can the agri-food sector… 
primary producers and 
processors add value 
through the bio-resource 
economy? 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What is the current land use and its availability.  What are the production capacity and characteristics for purposely grown bio-mass crops?  ALIP was done in 1996…. How do we approach this?
What are the waste streams potentially available as feedstocks?  Quantities and current use? 
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Crops 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bio-resource in agriculture for purposely grown crops we need to answer the questions about our land resource and it’s potential 
Bio-Fibre Working Group - NSBI, NSDA, NSDNR, Dalhousie, ACOA,  St Mary’s, Perennia, AAFC and Innovacorp
Ag Land Use / Potential
Web GIS App – prototype version working on functionality and data quality
Agronomy
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Where and what are our waste streams.
Discussion with several producers/processors led to asking what is the feedstock potential from waste?  Several larger vegetable grower/processors were approached 
Fall of 2015 – NSDA Staff conducted a survey with some clients to get a view of waste availability, type and current use
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Initial Survey Results (2015) 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Initial results – we focused on the processing sector.  A scan and started the inquiry.
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Phase 2 – Expand Survey 
Project Lead - Perennia 
 
Funding Partners - ACOA, NS Department of Fisheries, NS 
Department of Agriculture, Bluewater CBDC 
 
Partners and Expertise - NRC IRAP, NSBI, Innovacorp, NS 
Environment, RRFB  
 
Consultant – Robert Anderson Consulting Ltd. (Lise LeBlanc, LP 
Consulting) 
  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Consultant – Robert Anderson Consulting Ltd. (Lise LeBlanc, LP Consulting)
Identify areas and potential contacts
Conduct survey 
Report results to stakeholders

Now we need to use this information with partners and projects.  Some is confidential and cannot be shared outside the funding partners.  
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Surveys 
Sectors: (42 participants) 
• 10 Farms (9) 
• 3 Mink Waste Processor (1) 
• 14 Shellfish Processors (13) 
• 4 Slaughter Facilities (1) 
• 4 Greenhouses (1) 
• 5 Food Processors (1) 
• 3 Wineries/Breweries (1) 
• 15 Industrial, Commercial, 

Institutional (9) 
• 6 Municipal Compost (6)   
 

We asked… 
• Type and quantity 
• Time of availability  
• Current use  
• Alternative uses in 

development 
• Storage capacity 
• Contact 
• Share? 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Busy slide – actually survey targets and respondents 
Survey questions
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Map of the locations of the survey… a next step will be to map the results
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Highlights for Agriculture 
Highlights:  
• Farms - smaller volumes 

with alternate uses as soil 
amendment or to farmers 
and hunters 

• Mink – approximately 
55,000 tonnes annually 
through one processor 

 
 
 

• Slaughter Facilities – 
compost waste with issues 
around SRM  

• Greenhouses – minimal 
that is composted 

• Processors – difficulty 
connecting with 
processors.   Waste is from 
culls, damaged, grading 
issues, size….   
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Farms - smaller volumes with alternate uses as soil amendment – organic matteror to farmers and hunters – cull carrots are value as a product
Mink – 55,000 tonnes annually through one processor
Bio-digester and Pellet Mill are also in the space
Slaughter Facilities – compost waste with issues around SRM 
Greenhouses – minimal that is composted
Processors – difficulty connecting with processors.   Waste is from culls, damaged, grading issues, size….  

Storage and time of availability are key variables!
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Highlights for Fisheries 
Sector:  
• Shellfish Landings  

• 82% Lobster is exported live 
• In processing 74% of lobster, 60% of crab and 33 % of shrimp is waste 
• Waste handling varies… land application and composting facilities  

 



11 

Moving Forward 
Recommendations  
• Partnerships 
• Bio-Resource Working 

Group 
• Understand the value 

proposition for 
agriculture 
 
 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Recommendations	
Need to connect the dots… coordinated effort!  How do we partner on projects and opportunities
Bio-Resource Working Group – sub-working groups
Understand the value proposition for agriculture
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Contact Us 

Jeff Wentzell, Business Development 
Nova Scotia Department of  Agriculture 

Kentville Agricultural Centre 
902.824.0924 

Jeff.Wentzell@novascotia.ca 
 

Bill Thomas, Director of Extension/Field Crops Specialist 
Perennia  
Truro  
902.896.0277 Ext 225 
bthomas@perennia.ca  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you!  Questions or please contact us to look at collaborative opportunities.
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