
Waste Wallboard and Wood fiber
Alternative Dairy Bedding 

Cynthia Duey
BovidaeFarm, Falmouth, NS



Bovidae Farm



Waste Wallboard and Wood fiber

Dairy Industry ïsawdust, DKS, straw, hay, sand, peat 

moss

It was getting 
harder to find 
consistently 

available 
bedding



Waste Wallboard and Wood fiber Project

In 2010, LP Consulting, who works with us developing our farms 
Nutrient Management Plan, approached us about participating in a 
project to test an alternative bedding using waste wood fiber and 
wallboard

We met with Halifax C&D Recycling, DivertNSand NSEnvironmentto 
look at the materials to provide input on what could work in our 
barn.



What were we looking for in bedding?

Å5ƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǎƻƳŀǘƛŎ ŎŜƭƭ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ςclean and dry, resists 
bacteria to reduce mastitis potential

ÅAbsorbent and long lasting in our barns

ÅEasy to use in the barn and should be able to be stored 
outside and shed water

ÅProvide a dry comfortable soft resting area for cows for health 
and performance. 

ÅStays in suspension in slurry tanks and pits

ÅCost effective and available

Quality Control is very important!



Safety Testing

Contaminants of Concern ςHeavy metals, flame retardants, 
asbestos, dioxins & furans, insecticides, hydrogen sulfide and 
formaldehyde gases. 


