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What Does the Sharing Economy Do 
Differently? 
• Dead capital locked into homes, cars, tools, etc. is put to use 
• Uses technology to allow buyers and sellers to find each other easily and 

cuts transaction costs  
• On-line peer reviews and secure payment mechanisms dramatically 

reduces risk for both buyers and sellers 
• Sharing economy is often competitive on price, quality and service…which 

gives them “category killer” potential 
• Online platforms provide revenue generation opportunities for individuals 

will few barriers to entry 
• The sharing economy thrives in heavily regulated sectors 
• Sharing economy is consumer driven 
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PWC on the Sharing 
Economy 
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• 72% agree “I could see myself being 
a consumer in the sharing economy 
in the next two years” 

• Who is most excited…   
• 18 to 24 year olds and millennials 

• 64 percent of consumers say that 
the sharing economy should be 
regulated by peers, not government 
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There are 19 Sharing Economy Companies 
Worth More Than $1 billion 





Sharing Economy & Tourism 



Top 10 Airbnb Markets 
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Nova Scotia Airbnb Hosts by Location 
Community or Region Number of 

Hosts 
Antigonish 39 
Bedford 27 
Canning 15 
Chester 11 
Dartmouth 81 
Digby 12 
Granville Ferry 13 
Halifax 498 
Hubbards 26 
Lunenburg 48 
Mahone Bay 29 
Sydney 12 
Wolfville 22 

Urban 
Halifax 

Outside 
Urban 
Halifax 

Total 

606 983 1589 
38% 62% 100% 



Government’s Take: Government of Canada 

• Study delivered to federal committee in February 
• Areas of concern 

• The economy 
• Labour 
• Social issues 
• Privacy 
• Health and safety 

• Don’t over regulate… 
• It may stifle growth and innovation 
• Don’t drive it underground 
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Regulatory Change Options 
• Ignore…. 
• Toughen regulation and 

enforcement….“Whack-a-mole”….  
• A light-touch regulatory approach that 

maximizes innovation, new business 
creation, consumer options and revenue 
generation.   

• “Regulate down” to remove costs on 
existing business 
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